JUDY RAFAT

a pure inspiration

Judy Rafat, Canadian protégé and friend of the world famous bebop

trumpeter Dizzy Gillespie, is undoubtedly one of the best jazz singers

of our time. Judy offers enthusiastic listeners a colourful fireworks of

bossa nova, swing, latin, blues and, of course, bebop. She possesses a

>, voice truly unique in its combination of intimacy and strength,

enabling a range of expression that has touched the hearts and souls

{ V% /\ of her fans the world over. Dizzy Gillespie said: “...you have a great
voice and you don "t sound like anybody else!”.

Judy Rafat grew up in a musical family and began singing at an early age. After graduating from
the University of Western Ontario with a degree in music, she toured Europe before settling in
Germany and embarking on a career as a folk singer. For her artistry and social commitment,
she received a great deal of attention and many accolades in all areas of the media.

1986 brought a turning point in her career with the discovery of her love for a very special
direction in music, namely jazz. Her love for this genre was sparked in New York in an
unforgettable meeting with Dizzy Gillespie, one of the most important and greatest jazz
musicians of all time. It was Dizzy Gillespie who, together
with Charlie Parker, was the creator of bebop, a new
revolutionary direction in the history of jazz. Judy and
Dizzy became close friends and remained so until his death
in 1992. In 1997, she was invited by Jon Faddis, to perform
with a star studded ensemble in Englewood, New York at
the 80th Birthday Celebration of Dizzy Gillespie. This was
followed in 1999 by a further climax in her musical
development with the release of her CD “Con Alma, a tribute to Dizzy Gillespie”. This album is

devoted solely to the compositions of Dizzy Gillespie. “Con Alma” represents a milestone in
Judy’s career and is an impressive expression of her exceptional artistry.

The list of musicians who contributed to the success of this recording reads like a “who’s who”
of the jazz world: Kenny Barron (piano), Frank Wess (tenor saxophone and flute), Rufus Reid
(bass), Ignacio Berroa (drums), Claudio Roditi (trumpet, flugelhorn), Mike Longo (piano and
musical director), Paquito d’Rivera (alto saxophone, clarinet) as well as John Lee (bass).

In the liner notes to her CD, Slide Hampton wrote: “Here’s a true voice coming straight from
the heart ...the compositions of Dizzy Gillespie require a high quality of singing. Judy has
passed it with bravura. ...excellent intonation and phrasing. What a range, what a precision!
She really sounds like an instrument. She sings of a theme close to her heart — love and support
of oppressed people because of prejudice of skin colour or nationality”.
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Judy’s fruitful cooperation with Dizzy began in 1989, when she was asked to perform with her
quintet as Dizzy’s opening act for concerts in East Berlin, Moscow and Prague. This was
followed by tours through Poland, Bulgaria, Rumania, Russia, Lithuania, Italy, Germany,
France, the Netherlands, Belgium and Switzerland. In
1994 she was appointed as an instructor in vocal jazz at
the Mercator (Judy Rafat and Wynton Marsales)
University in Duisburg. Shortly thereafter, she began
instructing the fine art of jazz singing to enthusiastic
students at the University of Essen. The year 1996
brought Judy public acclaim once again through
appearances together with the Dave Brubeck Quintet.

Judy Rafat and Wynton Marsales She had now achieved her breakthrough and was in
demand worldwide. The secret of her success lies in her ability to appeal to a wide audience
with a varied repertoire and a dynamic stage presence. She has been described by critics as a
strong improviser, with a voice powerful enough to soar over any combo or big band. Her
choice of repertoire shows that she wants to convey a special message to her listeners. For
example with the song “Brother K” — a tribute to Martin Luther King by Dizzy Gillespie. Judy’s
inimitable style and expressive artistry give her the means to reach out and truly move her
audience.

Judy Rafat has sung to the enthusiastic reception of
discerning audiences in the world’s best hotels.
Especially noteworthy: her long engagements in China
in 1999 and 2000, where she dazzled audiences in six
month engagements in both the Ritz-Carlton Hotel in
Shanghai and The Big Easy in Peking. In the same
year, 1999, Judy was approached by the German
Ministry for the Environment with a request to

produce a special CD for the initiative “Women and

Phil Morrison Trio at Ritz-Carlton in Shanghai

Agenda 21”. She gladly accepted, composing the title-
song, “woman of the world®, and several other songs of her own. The success of this CD further
underscored her great versatility.

Judy believes in the power of dreams. She is working hard on the fulfilment of one her own:

the dream of singing in honour of her friend and mentor, Dizzy Gillespie, in the world famous
concert hall, Carnegie Hall in New York.

Experience Judy Rafat — experience a pure inspiration!
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